INTRODUCTION
by E. C. WARNER, M.D., F.R.C.P., and SELWYN TAYLOR, M.Ch., F.R.C.S. HONORARY EDITORS THE present Number of the Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine celebrates the completion of fifty years of publication. It will therefore be of interest to Fellows, Members and Associates of the Society to have a short account of the development and growth of this Journal.
The first number was published in November 1907. In a report of a meeting of the General Committee of Representatives of the Societies held on July 17,
1906, we read:
There shall be ten monthly issues of a publication to be called "The Proceedings of the ... Society".
The "Proceedings" shall contain as full a record as possible of the society's work during the previous month.
The first pages of Volume 1 are devoted to the Presidential Address of Sir Thomas Barlow to the Clinical Section of the Society-a Section which was the lineal representative of the Clinical Society of London which had already been in existence for nearly forty years. The presentation of patients of particular clinical interest to the Fellows of the Society, and the subsequent discussions in which all can join, has always been a particularly interesting feature of the work of the Society.
The production of these earlier volumes reveals the great care which was taken not only with the text but also with the reproduction of photographs and drawings; this set a standard which has been adhered to even in times of World Wars and which compares very favourably with the pages of any journal being published to-day.
There is, however, one noticeable difference between Volume 1 and Volume 49: Volume 1 contained 2,548 pages, for in 1907 it was possible to publish almost verbatim the whole of the transactions of the 13 Sections of the Society. The large print of Volume 1, which gave 500 words per page, is still much more pleasing to the eye than the closely printed pages which, perforce, have had to be adopted since. In contrast to this, Volume 49 contains 1,080 pages and gives an account of the work of 26 Sections, which in the course of the year have held some 185 meetings. Regrettably this has meant that only about three-quarters of the meetings can now be reported, and the published account of each meeting has to be carefully scrutinized beforehand by the Sectional Editor and by the Honorary Editors, to save space whenever pogsible.
The selection of papers to be published to-day is necessarily a difficult and often an invidious task. Particular attention is paid to the fact that the majority of readers are in active clinical practice and cannot possibly attend more than a small number of the meetings held. The Proceedings enables them to keep in touch with the views of those who are expert on a particular subject, as well as with recent advances in our knowledge. The papers which do not see the light of day in the Proceedings are usually of a very special nature which are more suitable for publication in specialist journals.
The number of copies printed has steadily increased. In the first few years about 3,000 copies were distributed; after thirty years this rose to 5,000 copies and now to 10,400 copies per month. The distribution is not only to Fellows of the Society in Great Britain; some 2,500 copies are sent overseas, including 70 presented to other institutions, 340 exchanged for other journals and 500 to outside subscribers.
Clearly the Royal Society of Medicine can enter the second fifty years of its publication of the Proceedings with every confidence. In the near future an innovation will be to publish the accounts of the special conferences to be organized by Council, at which leading authorities from at home and abroad will debate clinical topics of wide interest. Those engaged in original work will be encouraged to discuss their results in the various Sections of the Society with a view to obtaining early publication in the Proceedings.
The success of this publication over the years, and the success of this our Jubilee Number is largely due to the keenness and high standards of work of our permanent editorial staff, and it is to them that we give thanks for the production of this Number.
